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Table 8: Numbers of nuclear warheads per country

Number of warheads, early 1990s  Present number of warheads Estimated number of warheads, 2012
United States* 9,680 3,675 1,700 - 2,200+
Russia* 10,9961 3,340 1,700 - 2,200%
Britain 260 <160 Similar
France 538 348 <300
China 100-200 Up to 200 Building more capable ones
India na 50-60 Building more
Pakistan na 30-50 Likely to build more
Israel 100-200 ** 100-200** Similar
Iran none none Presumed 2-10 years from a nuclear capability
North Korea Possibly 1 or 2 Up to 10 Declared in 2007 that it would give up its arsenal.

Talks ongoing.

* Strategic warheads

T Soviet Union

+ Allowed under the Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty (SORT).

** |srael maintains a policy of opacity with regard to nuclear weapons, neither confirming nor denying it is a possessor. Despite this, expert opinion believes Israel to have
roughly 100 to 200 warheads

Source: The Economist, 29 March to 4 April 2008, quoting Bulletin of Atomic Scientists; International Institute for Strategic Studies; Stockholm International Peace Research Institute

Table 9: Important arms control treaties and nonproliferation programmes

LIMITED TEST BAN TREATY (1963)

B Signed by 113 states, ratified by 96. Notable non-ratifiers: Pakistan.

B Notable non-signatories: China, France.

B Objective: This treaty attempted a complete ban on all nuclear tests in the atmosphere, underwater and in space in order to slow the
development of nuclear weapons.

NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION TREATY (1968)

B Signed and ratified by 189 states, including the five nuclearweapon states.

B Non-signatories are India, Pakistan and Israel.

B |n 2003, North Korea became the only country to withdraw from the treaty.

B Objective: The NPT aimed to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and weapons technology, to promote cooperation in the
peaceful uses of nuclear energy and to further the goal of achieving nuclear disarmament and general and complete disarmament.
The treaty represents the only binding commitment in a multilateral treaty to the goal of disarmament by the nuclearweapon states.

COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR-TEST-BAN TREATY (1996)

B Currently this treaty has not entered into force. Opened for signature in 1996, it must be ratified by all 44 of the "Annex-2 states” which
formally participated in the 1996 session of the conference on disarmament, and possess nuclear weapons or research reactors.

B Signed by 178 states, ratified by 144 states.

B “Annex2 states” which have either not signed or ratified the treaty include: North Korea, United States, India, Pakistan, Indonesia, Iran,
Israel, China and Egypt.

B Objective: The CTBT aims at a ban of any nuclear weapon test explosion in order to constrain the development and qualitative improve-
ment of nuclear weapons and end the development of advanced new types of these weapons.

SELECTION OF IMPORTANT BILATERAL TREATIES BETWEEN THE US AND RUSSIA (or the former Soviet Union in some cases):
Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty (1972)

Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty — SALT | (1972)

Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty — SALT Il (1979)

Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty — START | (1991)

Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty — START Il (1993)

Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty — SORT (2002 to 2012)

Nuclear nonproliferation data
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